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INTER@=ARAB AFFAIRS 


CUMMENTARY ANALYZES STRASBOURG DECLARATION 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 11 Mar 81 p 1 
Commentary by R. N.: "Words and Deedes") 


[Text! At a time when Arab parliamentarians are meeting in Algeria, an Arab land 
liberated from the colonials at the cost of more than a million and a half martyrs, 
it would be well to look into the real meaning of the words and deeds current in 
another type of parliament which has had our interests at heart for decades, to the 
point of pronouncing the pacifying words some warm to hear from the height of its 
rostrum, while at the same time sending their warships and other intervention units 
to us, with the prime ambition--as we recently saw in the conflict between Iraq and 
lran--of guaranteeing their source of supply whatever the cost. 


Thus the positive atmosphere resulting from certain European undertakings where the 
PLO and the restoration of the national rights of the Palestinian people, within the 
context of the Israeli-Arab conflict, are concerned, was in fact but the prelude to 
a strategy the aims of which seem difficult to reconcil4, because the basic position 
to which President Chadli referred underlies them: the Jewish syndrome, dating back 
to the war, which Europe, to pacify its corscience, has tyansferred to the Arab world, 
and the price of which we are still paying to this day. 





The calvary which goes back to the artificial creation of the state of Israel has 

not ceased to deteriorate, to the point of upsetting lives, underlying the origin of 
a number of military outbreaks and putting in danger the security not only of the 
region but of the rest of the world as well. Unfortunately, this calvary is not yet 
close to a solution, because forces “tstile to peace and justice are at work in different 
ways to perpetuate an era of domination and exploitation, in brief to subject the 
Arab world and Africa in particular, where the assets remain at the heart of all 

the strategic tactical maneuvers of certain Western, imperialist and colonial powers. 


The welcome given the cosignatory of the Camp David accords, Egypt's Sadat, in 
Strasbourg is an eloquent expression of this strategy. the vector of which is defense 
of the tremendous “moral and material" interests which Sadat and Begin will supervise 
in the future, in maintaining their shameful alliance. Camp David, let us not for- 
get, came about thanks to the willing and cooperative collaboration of certain 
European capitals and...the king of Morocco, whose emissaries to the Zionist state 
were active representatives. 








|) Steasbourg, there wae no logic to the meeting. It wae Arafat who should have been 
heard, but the European Parliament welcomed Sadat, at the end of his wits and repre- 
senting only himself, Almost all of the Arab countries have excluded him from their 
tanks, The Egyptian people, for their part, off camera and apart from the Egyptian 
pasha's propaganda, have consistently voiced their pain and denounced those who have 
sold their honor for a few dollars. 


but now, at the European Parliament, on a very delicate matter, the Liberation war of 
the Saharan people, we see the assembly of the European Gmmunitics launching ites 
March session in Strasbourg on Monday with the continuation of a discussion on the 
Western Sahara conflict which wae to conclude with the adoption of a resolution sub- 
mitted by the political commission of the parliament. 


The content of the resolution, which beare the nawe of ite inepirer and author, Irieh 
duputy Patrick J. Lalor, as well a8 the majority of the speakers, placed the question 
the Western Sahara in a context one would have thought outdated by what the 
Joh an people have experienced in their Liberation struggle and with the resolutions 
‘( the United Nations, the nonaligned nations and the OAU categorically recognizing 
ve right of thie people to self-determination. 


lhe resolution quite simply ignores the Saharan people, just as it ignores the 
POLISARIO Front and the SDAR [Saharan Democratic Arab Republic]. Taking the stand 
ot the international community, it returns to the thesis of the "Algerian-Moroccan 
conflict" and raises again the issue of the famous “right of pursuit." In essence, 
it invites the governments of the community “to attempt to mediate between Morocco 
and Algeria." 


In the course of the discussion, the European right-wing deputies who spoke gave 
addresses reminiscent of those heard in certain parliaments in Western countries in 
the era of the anticolonial struggles, particularly those of the Algerian and Indo- 
chinese peoples. Here again they tried to disguise the reality of the conflict in 

the Western Sahara, ascribing it to East-West rivalries. Deputies Israel (France-RPR 
[Rally for the Republic]), Schall (FRG--Christian Democrat) and Lord Defore (British-- 
Conservative), to mention only these, harped on old themes of “foreign agents," "the 
hand of Moscow," and “hegemonism." 


Mr bonis (France) stated on behalf of his group--communists and affiliates in the 
turopean Parliament--that the Lalor draft resolution was “backward and indecent in 
aature." “Ite ie indecent," he stressed, “to attempt to maintain silence about the 
inalienable right of a people to self-determination. It is indecent to want to 
ignore the organization of the Saharan people, the VULISARIO Front." 


The French deputy asked if the parliament would not like to “raise the issue of the 
collaboration between Algeria and the countries of the community,” by regarding "a 
liberation struggle as an Algerian-Moroccan conflict." "This is a struggle opposing 
th Saharan people and the Moroccan state," Mr Denis added. He asked “whether this 
assembly wants to make itself conspicuous" by opposing the resolutions of the OAU, 
the UN and the nonaligned nations. 
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slamic community that is ftound there, be it big or small. Studies and 
sLatistics indicate that Islam is spreading now very quickly in seven 
principal African countries. They are | the Republic of | Senegal, | the 
Republic of | Sierra Leone, the Republic of | the lvory Coast, | the Repub- 
li. ot Upper Volta, the People's Republic of | Benin, | the Republic of 
Ox ind the l'nited kepublic ot | Cameroon. 

The method in which the Islamic faith is spreading in African countries 
that have a large ratio of Muslim citizens is difterent trom the method 
on which it is spreading in other countries. in Senegal and Sierra Leone, 
where Muslims make up between /0 and 80 percent of the total population, 
the cites of slam are practiced as though islam were an African religion 
representing an alternative to western heritage. in the lvory Coast and 
'pper Volta, where Muslims make up between 20 and 60 percent of the total 
population, the two religions, Christianity and Islam, are competing for 
the support of the ereater majority of citizens. On this basis religious 
‘ficials in those two countries are firmly embedding Islam's position by 
developing its forces and organizational capabilities. The al-Wahabi 
lenomination in Upper Volta is gaining increasing support because of its 
emphasis on religious purity. The Islamic religion in the ivory Coast and 
in (pper Volta is firmly embedded in general among the class of well-to-do 
businessmen. 





islam is also spreading very quickly in three other countries that have 
Only a small number of Muslims. Despite its small size the Islamic com- 
nunity in the Cameroon has a prominent official position, and its members 
have vital and principal positions in the state because of their support 
for the policy of its government. Some Arab countries are trying to over- 
come the conservative religious and political inclinations of the Islamic 
minority there for the purpose of offering the necessary support to a 
progressive system of government there. But in Togo the Muslim population 
generally Supports the conservative regime. At the present time the govern- 
ment of Benin is bewildered by Libya's attempts to turn the Muslim 
population against the existing regime. 


Muslims ore still unorganized in several African countries, among which is 
Ghana. However, Arab aid oftered to the Islamic communities in Ghana began 
to contribute effectively towards improving their affairs. This may give 
them the opportunity to play an important political role in the future. 


There are two \frican countries that represent a special, truly interes- 
ting case; the ire Tanzania and South Atrica. In Tanzania the Islamic 
snd the Christian communities are so closely associated with each other 
throughout the country that the government found itself impelled to intro- 
luce throughout the country a religious education program that resulted in 
setting up common prayer services for the followers of the two religions. 
This matter is considered unique on the international scene and not only 
the Atrican scene. 


Muslims in South Africa do not constitute a large percentage of the popula- 
tion. However, the islamic community there is extremely active. This may 








perhaps ve due to the tact that it has a sense of belonging to a world 


} 


side movement. Ocal authorities have begun to recognize the prowing role 


rnat 


islam is plaving on ditterent tields within the ranks of believers. 


More than two thirds of |Atrica's |) Muslims live in the largest African 
Ountry=-18 !ar a8 population density is concerned=-that is, in Nigeria 
($8 million); in Ease Atrica, that is in north Sudan; and in Mozambique 


} 


in tnve 


south ( 32 million). The reset (of Africa's Muslims! are gathered in 


West Atrica, in the  |Republic of , Senegal, in | the Republic otf | Niger (20 


nH), in the Central African Republic, in Chad and in the Cameroon (4 


the islamic religion has begun plaving a vital and a growing 
al role inside the Black Continent. This has caused researchers 


t yverice studies that are sometimes detailed about the historical back- 


ind the tuture dimensions of this role. 


‘sent the Black Continent is being subjected to an ideological inva- 


i 


nud to sharp outside competition because of its enormous natural 

es and the smali number of its population. It is known that the 

Continent has not completely rid itself of the negative etfects left 

by the long colonialist period. At present Islam seems to be 

ed ina slent controntation with some military regimes that claim 

larxist-Leninist as well as witii the imperialist, Zionist influence 
trying to take advantage of some of the temporary circumstances 


‘rica, to implant its roots in the black soil. 


ly, some Atrican countries have begun accusing the Soviet Union 

fine an imperialist role [in Africa! similar to that which the 
states is playing in the world. These countries turned toward China 
er to preserve a minimum measure of their ideological cohesion and 
political convictions. However, a large number of them were dis- 


nted because ot the political course that was adopted by Beijing 


2 the de;arture of Mao Tse Tung and the frailty of the Chinese aid 
is being ottered because of the fact that the Chinese are lagging 
nancially and technologically when compared with the West and the 
Loc. Some African commanders and leaders have expressed their 
it Beijing's insistence on considering Moscow “the principal seat 
in the world" may iead the Chinese to minimize the importance of 
nagers that would derive trom the United States’ colonialist policy 


zoing developments inside the Black Continent have led a few 
researchers who specialize in African affairs to studv Islam's 

n in Atvican countries and its growing political role in public 

in this regard one of those experts explained, "Islam is moving and 
n Atrica, but it has not yet assumed a concrete political torm. 
countries, Like Senegal, it is tied to local factors, and this 
eligible to play a prominent political role in the future." 











One of the French studies that was recently carried out deduced that 
\triean countries which are ruled by Muslims are generally conservative 
politically. The study cited Sudan as an example. in Sudan, /5 percent o! 
the university students belong to the Muslim Brotherhood Society. Other 
examples were Uy bout i, Sierra Leone, the Comoros islands and Niger. 
Muslims in @ lew other African countries are challenging the existing 
regime, as is the case in the lvory coast and Senegal where the 
(al-Muridin) Society openly expressed its wishes to have a Muslim appoin- 
ted to succeed Christian President Leopold Senghor. This step actually 
took place a few weeks ago, and Senghor has vielded the presidency to 
his prime minister, Abdou Diouf, who had headed his country's delegation 
to the recent Islamic summit. 


At present Islam is spreading in a general way all over Africa. In addi- 
tion to "the countries beyond the Sahara" which actually subscribe to 
Islam--and these include Mauritania, Niger, Somalia, Djibouti and the 
Comoros Islands-<Islam is spreading rapidly at the present time in seven 
other countries. These are Senegal, Sierra Leone, the lvory Coast, Upper 
Volta, Togo, Benin and the Cameroon. The scope of Islam is also slowly 
expanding in the Central African Republic, in Zaire and in Tanzania. In 
some cases the spread of Islam is linked to the prevalence of the Arabic 
language, which previously used to be confined to the religious field. 
Several justitications were given to explain this phenomenon. Among them 
was the fact that the magnanimous teachings of Islam focus on doing good 
in_d this makes them actually attractive inside the circles of the poor. 
However, the real reasons behind the spread of Islam inside the Black 
Continent are more complex than that). At the present time Islam in 
\irica is enjoving a status similar to that which it has in some Arab 

suntries. This makes [slam a system of faith through which the African 
countries can deal with the requirements of modernization and contem- 
oraneity and with the pressures that stem trom large concentrations of 
population an trom the results of foreign influence as well. In this 
respect Islam can play the same secio-cultural role that it is playing now 
in lran. On the other hand, Islam also affirms family ties and affiliation 
with the society--the nation--at a time when tribal ties are obviously 
being shattered. Islam thus reunites the groups of society in |the context 
ot | vital and lLimited-religious practices that come to constitute a prin- 
cipal part of daily social life. 


inside Africa the Holy Koran represents several « ements that make up 

the foundations of a specitic political course. lit also represents a 
method for achieving the aspirations that are tied to social justice. 

This is because it advocates that every individual has a right to life, to 
freedom, to dignity and to a share of society's wealth. 


Foreign Policy 


islam is also playing a vital role in determining the ftoreign policy of 
the African countries. Most of them cut diplomatic relations with Israel 
atter the 1973 war. These countries' relationships with Israel between 











1963 and 197% had been characterized by profundity and cooperation. This 
was due to several factors. Among those factors was the fact that, con- 
trary to what is happening in Norch Africa, the African population did not 
come into daily contact with the Jewish minority. In addition, Israel had 
succeeded in furthering inside Black Africa an image of itself as a 
developing country, always prepared to help the Third World countries that 
need help. In this regard one must not ignore the propaganda campaign that 
tried to exploit the deep African resentments towards the Arabs when they 
were engaged in the slave trade. 


On the bas.s of this well-considered plan Zionism was able to penetrate 
the various African countries, to set up diplomatic missions, to exchange 
ambassadors and to implant its financial and economic institutions in 

the black soil. Zionism organized youthful movements, and it armed a few 
"Christian countries" against the "Islamic countries." Uganda may be a 
prominent example of this Zionist course. In the beginning Israel suppor- 
ted Uganda's former president, Idi Amin, who had received his military 
education in Israel, until it sensed a radical change in his policy. Then 
it began to launch furious campaigns against him and to level the ugliest 
accusations and ~— cCerizations agairst him. The tension between Zionism 
and Uganda reac!. its peak when Idi Amin expelled the Israeli experts 
from the countr. 1 1972 after their number had reached 500 experts and 
advisers. 


However, the principal turning point in African-Israeli relations goes 
back to October 1973, when the war broke out between Israel and the Arab 
confrontation states. When that war broke out, the governments of Black 
Africa de-ided to cut their diplomatic relations with the Jewish state. 
This wa. followed by the UN General Assembly extending an invitation to 
PLO leader, Yasir ‘Arafat. The invitation was due to the intense efforts 
that were made then by the Atro-Asian bloc [at the United Nations). Since 
then the different African countries have become aware of the existing 
close ties between Israel and the racist minorities in South Africa and in 
Rhodesia. Nevertheless, in 1978 Emperor Bokassa did give Israeli Gen 
Samuel Gonen absolute rights over a piece of land whose area is 30,000 
square kilometers. At present the Kingdom of Lesotho, the Republic of 
Malawi and the Kingdom of Swaziland are the only African countries that 
have official relations with the Hebrew state. In February 1978 Ethiopia 
expelled the Israeli military advisers following the rash statements that 
were made by Moshe Dayan, in order to appease the Soviet and Cuban experts 
that were working in the midst of its armed forces. However, Israel has 
not vet conceded defeat in Africa. At present, it is trying to take advan- 
tage of developing conditions in order to recurn to Africa in a concen- 
trated and a well-considered manner. 


This rupture of relations between the African countries and Israel was 
followed by an African-Arab rapprochement. In 1977 an Arab-African con- 
ference was convened, and it included about 60 heads of state and lasted 
for 3 days. Following the conference soe Arab countries, especially the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Livya, began increasing their finan- 
cial aid to the African continent. Al-Riyadh offered a grant of 5 billion 








francs, The Arab Hank for Leaenemic Development in Alrica had decided since 
197) to offer tinaneial loans to black countries only. Kuwait, Iraq, the 
Kingdom of Saulli Arabia, Algeria and the United Arab Emirates contribute 
to the aforementioned bank whose capital is | billion Cranes. In 1974 
the Arab League established a special Arab fund to help the Alrican coun 
tries that are in need. Mali, Chad, Tangania, Gambia, Liberia and 
Madagascar Obtained generous loans at a rate of interest that does not 
exceed one percent, provided that the loan be paid off in & years. The 
Islamic Development Bank which was established in 1974 by Libya, Nigeria 
and Algeria freluses to accept any interest on the loans it offers to the 
Jeveloping countries. Two years ago the Arab League also laid down the 
special groundwork tor the Technical Aid Fund for Africa. In this regard 
one must not overlook the bilateral governmental assistance that is 
usually based on private capital, such a6 Kuwaiti investments in Altrican 
projects whese valve in 19/7 amounted to 5 billion French (tranes; the 
saudi loan that was otfered to Uganda between 1975 and 1976 whose total 
value amounted to 250 million francesa: and the Libyan aid to Somalia. Cur: 
rent Arab financial aid to Africa exceeds the amounts of money earmarked 
for that purpose by all the Luropean governments. In past years Saudi 
Arabia has been Firat among such countries; in | year the va'uve of the 
iid it oftered! exceeded | billion dollars. It was tollowed by Libya 
and Kuwait with sid amounting to 700 million dollars apiece. Although 
Kuwaiti a.d is confined to the economic aspect, the Saudi government is 
especially tring to encourage African countries to oppose Soviet 
influence and to spread the lelamic heritage. 





rhe Saudi Strateey 


The purpose of the strategy which Saudi Arabia is pursuing is to spread 
islam in all the cerners of the African continent. There are islamic reli- 
gious organizations whose purpose is to spread isiam in a large number 

ot Atrican countries that are located “bevond the desert." Saudi Arabia 

is assuming the responsibility of supervising these organizations. in 
"7% lelamic organizations were established in three countries: the Repub- 
lic of Djibouti, che Comoros Islands and the _Isliamic Republic of 


Mauritania. 


\ supreme isiami suncil has been established in Diibouti where a number 
tf Saudi clere T presently working to help those who are respon- 
ible r the council deal with religious affairs there. in the Comoros 
slands the ottices of the islamic Alliance, which had been shut down by 


the previous govern ent, have been reopened. Last year a new movement, the 
Muslim Youth Society, was also set up under the auspices of the world-wide 


society by the same name which is headquartered in al-Madinah 
1|=-Munawwarah. A short time ago Mauritania also established an institute 


i islamic studies: it has more than 320 students. Saudi officials tried 
‘ up an islamic Soctety in the Centrai African Empire during the 
he ty istration o° Roks66a. However, the tormer emperor suspen led the 


project. 





ihe ‘slamic elttorts that are currently being made are concentrated in 

the area that extends trom Madagascar to Senegal. This is the region that 
had previously experienced a sharp, continuous strugele between lalam 

and Christianity. The lelamic efforts that are being made in that area are 
supervised by the Muslim League Conference which is tinaneced by the 
Islamic countries in general. Other Arab countries, amone which are Kuwait 
and Libya, are carrying out their own private campaignea. 


Saudi Arabia, “Laypt and Libya provide teachers to the African countries. 
They also ofter seholarships to African students, and they provide dif 
ferent kinds of @ducational assistance. 


‘he religious denominations constitute a significant channel for spreading 
islamic influence. lnese denominations prevail in a large number of 

\iri-oan countries, and their members have extensive international con 
Lacts. These contacts are reinforced during the pilgrimage season. Such 
ethods usualiv lead to strengthening the influence of some Arab countries 
inside Alfica, 


Reference must be made in this regard to the fact that the number of Afri- 
at ‘ho pertorm the religious duty of the pilgrimage is increasing every 
year. it is krown that Saudi Arabia and some Arab countries grant a large 
number ot the subjects of Alrican countries free travel tickets so they 
can pertorm this religious duty. Some governments try to prevent their 

cit’ sens trom going to the Holy Land tor various reasons. Some of these 

isons are political, as is the case with Mozambique, and others are 

e. onomiec, a8 is the case with Tanzania, Ghana and Uganda which fear the 
lepaiture of foreign currencies trom the country. 


hrieliy, Islam is clearly growing on the African continent, and in the 
near future, it will play 4 major and a growing political role there. 
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EGYPT 


NEW MILITARY APPOINTMENTS PROF TLED 


i\The following information was extracted from Cairo publications AL-AHRAM and 
AL~AKHBAR in Arabic of 5 Mar 81 pp 5, 10. Photos are from Cairo AL<MUSSAWWAR 
in Arabic 13 Mar 81 pp 20-21) 


Chiet of Staff 
Maj Gen ‘Abd Rabb-al-Nabi Hafiz, Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces: 


Born 16 June 1930 in the Bab al-Sha'riyah Quarter in Cairo. Graduated from 
the War College February 1949, the same graduating group of Defense Minister 
Gen Abu Ghagzalah. Aswan was his first assignment after graduation in 1949, 
He joined one of the battalions of the First Infantry Brigade which had re- 
turned from Palestine and was stationed there. In 1950, the lst Brigade was 
transferred to al-'Arish, and with it let Lt ‘Abd Rabb. This was his first 
contact with the Sinai and he remained there until he was made commander of 
the Second Army. He played an outstanding role in the War of Attrition, be- 
fore the October War, until his appointment as commander of the 16th Infantry 
Division, one of the 2nd Army divisions, in 1971. During his stay in Sinai, 
he was awarded a number of decorations, including the Star of Sinai. 


He was a brigadier general during the October 1973 War and commanded the 16th 
Infantry Division which was one of the first divisions to storm across the 
canal. His division wae responsible for advancing in the central sector toward 
al-"Uwayjah and al-Qusimah. The Israeli commander confronting him was Ariel 
Sharon, the Line of confrontation extending 40 kilometers from the middle of 
Lake Timeah, in the north, to the middle of the Bitter Lakes, in the south. 

ic wae exposed to death twice during the October War. The first time was after 
the crossing when an enemy rocket exploded 6 meters from his command position. 
The second time when his jeep was attacked by an enemy aircraft. He was wounded 
on 1L& October in the heart of the Sinai. He and his units broke the large 
'esraeli armored counterattack. 


in December, 1973, he was appointed secretary general of the Foreign Ministry; 
then deputy director of the Military Intelligence and Reconnaissance Department 
in 1975: then chief of staff of the Second Field Army and then its commander, 
1977-1979. He was then appointed chief of staff of the Armed Forces Operations 
Organization and then its chief, 1 January 1980. He remained in that position 
until appointed chief of staff. 
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He was graduated from the Nasir Higher Military Academy, December 19/6, and 


vorked asa a teacher in the infantry achool from 1955 to 1962. 
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LOmmander, Second Field Arty 
Statf Maj Gen Salaheal-Din ‘Abd-al-Halim Sa'd, Commander, Second Field Army 
horn 2 September 1931, al-Jaefariyah, aleGharbivah Governorat: Graduated 
[rom the War College lil February 1950 
Traveled to England in 1955 on an infantry etudy mission and the Soviet Union 
to etudy in the Staff and Command College, Frun Academy from 1959 to i961, 
wae commander of the Commando School, 1962-66; commander of an infantry brigade 
during the October War: commander of the Port Sa'’id sector and a mechanized 
division: and then ehief of etaff of the 72nd Army, Last position was deputy 
chief of the Armed Forces Operations Organization. 
Participated in the 1956 war, the Yemen war and the ware of 1967/7 and 1973, 
Has been awarded the Badge of Training (1965), the Order of the Republic (19/71), 
the Badge of Bravery (1974), the Order of Extended Service (1974), the Star of 
Military Honor (1979) and the Order of Exemplary Service (1980), 

married and has a son and daughter. 

taff Mai Gen Ahmad Salah ‘Abd-al-Halin 

mmander, 7nd Field Arty, 











Chief, Military Research Organization 


Staff Maj Gen Samir Yuari ‘Awad, Chief, Military Research Organization: 


horn January 1940, Craduated trom the Wat College February 1949 and appointed 
to the iLatantry Corpa, 


Received an MA in military aciences in 1961 and made a tellow of the Higher War 
College in the Nasir Higher Military Academy, May 19/8. Occupied the chair tor 
t hve irt of tactica 


Promoted to the rank of major general in 1975, 


Participated in the Yemen War. On one occasion he was downed in a helicopter. 
On another occasion he was downed in an aircraft on the Saudi-Yemeni border 
and returned to Sana’ after an 8-day trek by foot. Moreover, he and 3 soldiers 
were surrounded on a 2,000 foot mountain for 10 days but were able to extricate 
themeelves and return to Sana’. 


Participated in the 1956 War and the War of Attrition. Was chief of staff of 
the lemailia Intantry Division during preparations for the October War. Was 
commander of a mechanized infantry division during the war. He was involved 
in 2646 clashes with the enemy and was awarded the Order of Bravery 


Was a member of the faculty of the Command and Staff College. He converted 
the infantry school into an institute and was its [first?] director. His last 
position was director of the Higher War College in the Nasir Military Academy. 


ff Maj Gen Samir Yusri 
‘Awad, Chief, Military 
Research Organization 














Chief, Armed Force's Operationa Organigation 


Statt Maj Gen Thrahim ‘Abdeal-Ghaffur al-'Urabi, Chief, Armed Forces Uperations 


VUrpanization! 


Born 20 May '9)1, aleMahallah aleKubra, aleGharbiyah Governorate, Was gradu 
ated from the War College 11 February 1950, 


Received a BA in military eaciencesa 1961 and a4 maaterea trom the Frung Academ 
in Rus@ia and from the Nasir Academy. 


Participated in the Yemen War and the 196/ and 19/73 ware. Wae commander of 
the 2iet Armored Division of the 2nd Field Army during the October War and 
fought eaat of Leamallia. He was then appointed chief of ataff of the 2nd Army 


ind then tts commander, December 1979, a position he held until his appointment 
as chief of the Operationea Organization. 


look a staff mission | abroad) with the Higher War College and attained the rank 
of major general in 1976. 


Received an exemplary promotion 
ind wae awarded the Order of 
lraining (1964), the Order of 

the Republic (19/74), the Extended 
Service Medal (1974), the Leader 
ship Medal, Commando Clases (19/75) 
and the Training Medal (1980), 


is married and has three children: 
Khalid, a captain in the nav 
laria, general secondar school: 
ind Khadigah, an agricultural! 


engineer Living ith her husband 


Brazil. 
Statt Ma Gen Ibrahim al=-"Urabi, 
Chief, Armed Forces Operation’: 


Organization 
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Director, Armed rorces Signals Department 
Statt Maj Gen Lbrahim Payize Sabri, Director, Armed Forcea Sipenslea Department: 


Born i931 Cairo. Graduated from the War College in 1950 and appointed to the 
Signalea Corpa in Alexandria, 


loined the Stat! War College and was in ita firat graduating clase. 


Received the 1965 Science Featival Prize and then appointed a professor in 
the Stafft War College, 


Participated in the Yemen and the 196/ and October 1973 ware. 
was chief of the 2nd Army Signals Corps. After that he joined the Nasir 
Academy and was graduated with honors. At the academy he was appointed 


professor for the chair on signals and then the chair for military strategy. 


Has traveled on a number of atudy missions to France, Switzerland, Somalia 
md the Sudan. 


[Ie married and has two sons and two daughters: Narman, Literature; Ahmad, 
foreign trade; Baha’, secondary school; and Amirah, preparatory school. 





Staff Mai Gen Ibrahim Fayiz Sabri 


L/ 














Statt Maj Gen Muhammad Najjati Maj Gen Muhammad Nabih al-Sayyid, 
Ibrahim, Chief of Staff, Chief, Armed Forces Training 
Western Miiitary District Organization 
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Chiet, Armed Forces Supply Urganization 

Staff Maj Gen ‘Ali Sa'id Ahmad, Chief, Armed Forces Supply Organization: 
Born 19°27. Graduated 1950 from the Military College. Moved up through a 
number of positions until he became chief of administrative affairs in the 


formations and the supply organization (1960) [sic]. 


Took a number of staff training courses in the Soviet Union (1960) and Egypt 
and received a higher certificate from the Nasir Academy. 


Participated in the 1956, 1967, the Yemen and 1973 wars and worked in all 
command and administrative positions untii reaching the position of director 


of the Transport Department in the Armed Forces (1978). 


Was an officer for the tield formations and appointed director of the 2nd 
Fleld Army supply during the 1973 operations. 


Graduated from the Nasir Academy 1978. Taught at Nasir Academy. 


Received the Order of the Republic, the Training Badge and the Order of 
fraining (twice). 


Is married and has four children, one of whom is a doctor studying abroad. 
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ROLE OF U.S. SPECIALISTS CRITICIZED, BLASTED 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 21 Feb 81, p 12 


{Text ] I was engrossed in the newspaper, reading reports on revelations by the 
student-followers of the Imam, This portion was entitled "U.S. Views of Iranian 
Army." 


by reading the lines of the report, if one is even slightly concerned about his 
country, its millions of people with callous hands and sun-burned faces who keep 
this country alive instead of crying, one's heart will bleed, 


This bleeding heart is like shedding tears for the dead, But here the dead are 
independence, honor and integrity of this country which were sacrificed by the 
previous regime in the interest of the United States. Blood has already been shed. 
In looking back, we see an Iran floating on a sea of blood with the scream of the 
dissidents rising on the surface from time to time. 


All the blood that was shed in the struggle against the domination of the world- 
devouring powers snd the puppet regime was to make sure that we would not be domi- 
nated again by the "great satan." 





Actually, I am addressing those who are mourning the so called "specialists" and 
are defending their interests. I ask them and other "specialists-striken" people 
to read this report only once. In its section, concerning «ployment of American 
“specialists and advisers" by the imperial army in 1972, the principle of "capitu- 
lation" had been accepted. Thus, not only the United States and its military 
advisers had not taken the Iranian nation into account, in the military cooperation 
agreement between Iran and the United States, even the shah and his subservient 
generals notwithstanding their services, had been ignored. The report reveals 

the following: 


"Under present conditions, the [Iranian government should be given the least possible 
information. Without the approval of appropriate committee in Washington, no new 
code names, that could reveal our secrets, should be given to Iranians." 


Thus, we discover that the key to the expertise of American advisers is kept in 
Washington and its slightest transfer to Iranians subservient to Washington will be 
considered as a “war crime," 
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in addition to having complete control of the Iranian army, using it for the fur- 
thering of ite interests in Iran, or sending its unite on such miseions as to Dhofar, 
Somalia, Vietnam and even to the Golan Heights, did not consent to transfer the 
slightest amount of its expertise to those in command of the army. If any apecial 
training was given to the people and the army of this country, it wae on blind 
Obedience and no more, Most interesting of all was the information gathered by the 
complicated and sophisticated electronic monitoring stations and satellites the 

U.S. had set up in Iran, 


Not only the Iranian people were not given any of the information that was being 
collected by these stations, leaders of the imperial government were also denied 
the information, The reason was that they did not want Iranians to have any 
expertise in this field. In order to understand the brutal nature of colonial 
policies and the degree of the despicableness of the puppet regime and ite leaders, 
it is enough to know that the 1,3 billion dollar annual budget to operate the vast 
clectronic spying network the United States had established in northern and 
southern parts of Lran was being paid from Iran's oil revenue, Instead of expanding 
it. educational institutions to train specialists, Iran of expanding its educational 
institutions to train specialists, Iran was paying the United States 1,3 billion 
vwllars annually to continue with its aggressive and threatening actions against 


Iran's neighboring nations. 
With che 1,3 billion dollars the regime was spending on the American spy network 
ever cac, some 1,300 industrial vocational schools, or 130 technical colleges 


ould have been established annually around the country. 


\) thet time, the regime was saying what certain statesmen are repeating today, The 
iormer regime used to claim that without a technical and industrial infrastructure 
the country would not be able to establish heavy industries. This was being 


proclaimed at a time our vocational institutions and our schools lacked technical 
instructors, teachers and equipment. Programming was aimed at making us dependent 
on "imported specialists" and not at producing local experts. The country was 

given foreign experts and not the specialist trained and produced inside the country. 


The result is that today some people reprimand us for not having experts. These 

criti use the same logic that could deceive those who may be naive. They ignore 
‘ho cause and put their emphasis on the effect. Specialization is an effect, but 
the critics ignore the cause and continuously call public attention to the effect. 


We intend to remove the cause and stop the “importation of expertise” which could 
have been stopped any moment they had wished. 


Colonialism, old or new, has always tried to make expertise, like other goods, its 
monopoly. We have witnessed how, after Algeria, Angola, Mozambique, Zaire and dozen 
ther countries became independent, colonialist powers immediately withdrew their 
experts out of those nations, using lack of security as an excuse, and thus deprived 
-nese nations of the imported goods, facing them with shortages in various 

Management and economic fields. 
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Up until our revolution, there were tense of thousands of foreign expertea in this 
country, with some drawing up to 1,000 tumane an hour, Yet, a8 4 result of brutal 
colonial policies, these experte did not tranefer any of their knowledge and exper- 
tise to anyone in the country. It wae for that reason that many of our plants and 
factories had to close down after they departed, 


Not only they did not teach us anything, they also took away from us our several 
thousand year-old traditional know-how, Let us mention our agriculture and animal 
husbandry, a8 an example, We still remember when after the war American colonialism 
penetrated Iran under the guise of the “Point Four” program. in ite first move to 

improve the animal stocks and poultry a new breed of chicken wae imported which 
resulted in the spread of a new disease called Newcastle disease, which deatroyed 
our poultry. Thie “expertise” wae duplicated in other economic fields also, 
including our agriculture and animal husbandry. The result was that a nation which 
was once one of the world's graneries, today must beg other countries for wheat, 
rice and frozen meat and poultry. 





Ie thie the kind of expertise the people who so fondly talk about specialization are 
asking for? If that is the case, God help us and them, too, 


956) 
CSO: 4906/1886 
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TRAN 


OPPOSITION PAPER: LET US BURY THE ‘REVOLUTION’ 
Perte TRAN=E AZAD in Persian 4 Apr 81 pp 1, 7, 8 


cText/ from the beginning of the Khomeyni conspiracy there have been 
Tranian pecnle who have opposed the imported, fake "revolution," 


jcering it Cisruntive and harmful to independence, the progress of 

mor ec preowth, and the calm opening up of the political atmosphere 
'ronien soetety, Also, a large segment of the population was fond 
i the ronarehical regime of Iran for various cultural, philosophical, 


r enolional rensone and this segment did not want to see its destruc- 
Lon under ony circunstances, Put the majority of the people were 

rt ¢ ' Silent seenment, They were in the majority because the 
hon conspiracy could not find a strong bese in the Iranian villages, 
nd w that in Tehran, out of a population of 4,5-5 million, a 

cimum 3 merely i-1,5 million people participated in the demonstra- 
ions strikes (despite the fact that the society was crippled by 


error hey vere silent because the mass media and the administra- 
tive ean. economic organizations were at the disposal of the elements 
of the conspiracy, following a deteiled plan, and merely echoed the 
oice « the "revolutionary" segment of the society. 
in any cece, through all the available means, what we call the "coali- 
tion of the unssacred black and red" was victorious and the national 
ree ‘ered ‘efeat anc dispersion. We have also si'ffered and are 
suftert the predicteble, certain consequences, [l[ecsuse of the 
" inous ide effects and unfortunate consequences of the Khomeyni 
isehie’, a socinl consciousness has quickly appearec in Iran and the 
moeleus of resistence to the dediceted cooperation between the anti- 
Trenton “erxists and the usurping relisionists has been formed, 


ay, these seattered, weak nuclei have joined forces inside and out- 
ice Iran and heve become a large fighting faction, On the other hand 
the enem, ond those cevoted servants and active varticipants in the 

ooeyni conspiracy --who, for various reasons including incompetence 
‘ieiful thinking were left behind by the clerics and the Tiudel 


t when the seoils were being divided--are attenptine to benefi* 
fror the opporturity created by the growing strurgle of the Irani... 
"eo le to reject the cestructive “revolution.” “hey are making a 
“inal attempt to take «a free ride on the movement which is to rescue 
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‘ran, Thie prev, constantly sapeaksa of the advantages of the "revolu- 
tien” ant of ite take cver by the “monopolizers," trying to make it 
anpear that Trar's ;rollem today is not the "revolution" Ltsell but 
ite "oenepelibios"” Jeadern and ite ineompetent, cruel] authorities, 

> truth, however, ‘a that the root of all the misfortunes of the 
post three year anc teday it lran is the toreed "revolution" itsell, 
who miafortune «! Tran has inereased with this revolution and has 
reache i ite unbearable level of today. And it will not end unless the 
infeeted eaneerous tumor, «11 that ive called the "Islamic revolution," 
is ve oved and totally destroyed, The fifth column of leftist inter- 
nationaliam and anti-Iranian religionist elements have penetrated us, 
“tending to weete the energy and the time of the lranian strugglers 
) useless issues, For ¢ lone time now they have been trying to 
rreeoceupy uae with sueh tritling notions as what is happening in lLran 
is not "conspiracy" but "revolution," what 18 happening to us is the 
fault 6 monopolivers, ana we must go forward towards the "materiali- 
zation of the true goals ot the revolution" by putting aside these 
ronopolizers, 


\'e ore not areuing whether we should call the unfortunete events of 
the Last three years in [ran "revolution" or "conspiracy," Whatever 
they are, they are uply and disgusting. ‘They have been neither 
viisstul in the past nor useful in the present nor will they be 
beneficial in the future, 


"Nevolution" cor “conspiracy,” Whichever, means the gradual destruction 
of the Tranian nation and the country and it must be stopped because: 


‘hie “revolution” wae essentially unnecessary in Iran and this fact 
as been proven to the suffering people of Iran today. What these 
neoole wanted wos a better standard of living, social justice and 
security, and tre full implementation of the laws, Achieving these 
thines requires cecisive reforms and change, not destruction and the 
obliteration of 211 wealth and social foundations in the name of 
"revolution," 


This “revolution” is not rooted in the culture and the people of ‘ran, 
5S orine it abo t, the, rapidly forced a pre-fabricated anti-Tranian 
ijture on the people and sowed the seeds of disunity, self-destruc- 

" on, hatred and treason in the country. Fven that segment of the 

[raninn cuiture which wes Islamic did not recognize the Islam Khomeyni 

offered it. An islam characterized by shouting on rooftops, seeing 

the face of a holv man in the moon, dealing with the CIA and the 

"fntellicence Service," cooperation with the Communists, the massacre 

atriots, torture, stoning, confiscation, and murder has no place 

1 contemporary ‘iranian culture, Contemporary Iranian Islam is 

sharacterized by peace, moderation, and love, It was Isiamic Marxism 

which wes injected and forced into Iranian society as a new culture, 

And now is the time to eject it. 
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Tite “pevelution" secures neither the material nor spiritual interests 
or the workere of Iran and the middle class of the society, Only the 
joneless Merxiels, rreedy capitalists, Spying pseudo-intellectuala, 
freeloading, parasitiecal clerics, and those capitalists and feudalists 
whose tnterestse were damaged by the changes of the past decade and a 
half benefitted -rom it, 


this "“revolutior” ie based on and i868 carried out through lies and 
h, poerasy, vreat lies which have affected all segmente of the society, 
Feo. the besinnine they presented the shah as a criminal, an agent of 
lonialism, anc 4 Supporter of oppression, And we saw that this was 
not true, Neither did the number of political prisoners match the 
laine of the opposition, nor did the number of people killed in 
fiehtine the security forces or police or the executed terrorists 
evxeeed that of + ost other countries of the world, nor did imperialism 
nad eelontalism leave [ran with the departure of the shah, and nor did 
opr; ossion and suppression decrease, Hence, this "revolution" was 
undless from the beginning and will continue to be so until it is 
1 roye: le 


his "pevolutiorn" bevan in terror and continues so, ‘The shadow of 
rror an! terror must be destroyed in order to rid ourselves of this 
inous happening in our country. 


Nise “revolution” was directed by foreigners using domestic factors 
yen if we do not say that it was essentially started and ended by 
lonteliets), Po we need to repeat names such as (Michel Foucolt), 

heamse, Clark, Eric Rouleau, Richard Cottam, (Henry Precht), Huyser, 
Venee, ete.? ‘lence, since this revolution is the unborn child of the 
foretener, it must be destroyed. 


This "revolution" hoes ruined the reputation of Iran and caused the 
ilove of reepect for Islam throughout the world. Hence, it must be 
stroyed tn orcer to restore the good name of the country and the 
Lithy, bleck face of the islam claimed by the criminal ruling aya- 
lal ust be cleansed with humanity and spirituality, 


lone es thie "revolution" continues it will automatically produce 
uur ter-revolution" and what is left of the strength and the chance 
freedon of the country will be sacrificed because of the unrest 
isinterrat.on caused by the battle between the revolutionaries 
unter-revolutioneries, The relationship of this revolution with 
e ltranian people has now arrived at an irreconcileble blind alley. 
e, either the veople or this forced revolution must continue to be 
lecstrove 


ly objective that this hated “revolution” has achieved is the 
erthrow of the shah, ending monarchy in Iran and atoli shing 


ronetitutional law. As everyone can see, this success of the revolu- 
sion has not been in the interest of Iran, our country. It has only 
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Ir bofitted the worldekdevourpers headed by international communiamn, 


he eommuntiate know that throurhout the world, only in countries with 
onarenical BvVeLlermsa isa there no possibility for them to obtain aute 
oe | itic bower, OW ify rea, tne AnauUrTrance of the country's inde; ©1) 


fence has Leen nullitied, 


If the ‘oal Of the lranian people was truly the attainment of social 
jiatice, cemocracy, and treedom within a tramework of law, the preser- 
vation and expansion of national independence, and the reconstruction 
of the country, there would have been and there is no need of a "revo- 
tion" (eapec! Ally such a4 disgraceful one), On thie road we need a wine 
and loriecal system of overnment harmonious with the traditions, 
Culture, and B@tructure of the society, and nothing else, Tne revolu- 
tione acter the SCeeond World War have never taken the countries along 
thi Ath. A laree number of the most horrible, oppressive governments 
the world consiat of revolutionary regimes, 


Therefore, our national interest and what is good for our country 

teday and tomorrow iies in burying this miserabie revolution, and 

return in: & national eovernment baser on the political eulture and the 

n torical, georraphical, etinnographical, and mseycholon.ical character- 

beste of iran and the Iranian people, Let ue bury the “revolution"! 
AO 65/?18 
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TRAN 


NATIONAL FRONT EDUCATORS LAMENT CLOSING ANOTHER SCHOOL 
lehran PAYAM-E JABHAH-YE MELLI in Persian 5 Mar 81 p 3 


iArticle: "Kharagmi Girle School, No 2 Is Closed Down Like Many Other Schools; 
ucation Authorities Must Know That They Are the People's Servants and That 
he People and Their Children Are Not the Quarry of Their Power and Ambition"| 


|\Text!) By creating and giving ascendancy to an inquisition body resembling 
the SAVAK, the education authorities, rather the officials of the Islamic Re- 
public Party, have, in the name of education, made about half a million teach- 
ere and millions of pupils toole of their quest for power. They have spent 
millions of tumans out of the nation's treasury in any way they chose and 
without any justification or accountability. They even made dominant over 
hundreds of thousands of teachers a number of persons who lacked even the 
‘lightest background in teaching, as if there were not even a few Moslems 
among the teachers to handle the fate of the teachers themselves. Instead, 
they have given sway to a few inexperienced and bigoted young persons to up- 
root the entire education system of a nation, knowingly or unknowingly, with- 
out anvbody daring to challenge then. 


We ask the education authorities to tell us whether the situation of schools 
was better in the first year of the revolution or now? Was there more friend- 
ship and unity among the pupils then, or is there now? Were the pupils more 
interested in learning at that time, or are they now? Did the teachers enjoy 
greater prestige and dignity then, or do they now? Are the pupils given more 
to order, discipline and attendance in classes now than then? Was the number 
of jailed pupils greater then, or is it greater now? Were the teachers more 
interested in giving service then, or are they now? Were teachers killed in 
past because of their dissidence or are they killed now, as we know they 

ire killed im Kerman? There are many more issues at stake. If there were any 
fauite and defects in those days, it was the first year ot the revolution and 
the government was, according to some statements, weak and shaky at that time 
ind jad te follew a step-by-step policy. But why does it have to be like this 
today, * years atter the revolution, when there is an Islamic policy under way 
and the government enjoys absolute power? 


One of the authorities of the Ministry of Education said .\at i» Kharazmi 
Girls High School No 2 some were supportive of the government and some were 
against it while their parents exacerbated these differences. The high school 
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hin been almost closed as a result of nonparticipation of the majority of 
the students in the exama, We were forced to close the school down and send 
some of the students to other achoole in order to prevent clashes and con- 
flieta in the achool, 


We auk the responsible authorities. If there are some saboteurs in a school, 
what has it got to do with the reat of the children? (This reminds ua of the 
kind of accusations bandied about during the era of Mohammad Reza Shah.) We 
ask the authorities what happened to the judiciousness, competence and mana- 
gerial ability of the principal, monitor and educational counsellor of the 
school? We ask the authorities whether an institute or organization should 
be closed down if there is the possibility of the existence of saboteurs or 
agitators? If you stay in power a few more years, all the schools of the 
country will definitely close down, because you "gentlemen" wish to govern 
ina “fully ideological” fashion!! 


We ask the authorities who were the armed kids who sported masks and initially 
“captured” the schools and then closed them down? Where did they get their 
weapons’ Why did they wear masks? Why did they disappear later? 


Gentlemen! You have frequently, in the name of Allah, done whatever you 
pleased. You appointed whomever you chose and deprived from livelihood who- 
ever you decided. At least once, in the name of God, think justly and realis~- 
tically. Leave this moribund education machinery alone. Let the true 
teachers who are experienced, devout and well recognized, to take control of 
their own affairs through councils, although it is now too late and the 
teachers, the people and their children are fed up beyond the point of repair. 


Jabaheh-ye Melli Educator's Organization of Lran. 


4 Esfand 1359 [23 February 1981] 


9695 
CSO: 64906 
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ISRAEL 





POLLS SEEN GLVING FALSE IMPRESSION OF VOTERS 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 27 Feb 81 p 19 
[Article by Shmuel Shnitzer: “The Question and Answer Game"| 


[Text] The Ieraeli voter is a strange creature. The word “persistence” is not 
included in his vocabulary. We goes for everything and ite opposite, and the con- 
tradiction does not make him lose sleep. 


In public opinion polls he is asked about the settlements, the concessions he is 
prepared to make in the West Bank, and the desirable policy in the territories in 
light of the recent hostility. His anewers are quite hawkish. 


The majority of Leraelis (70 percent) are in favor of continued settlement of the 
West Bank. More than two-thirds of them would like to see Israel annex the Golan 
Heights. More than 90 percent oppose any territorial compromise in Jerusalem, 
Two-thirds do not believe giving up land is a key to peace. Nor do they think that 
taking strong measures against the residents of the West Bank impedes the peace 
efforts. The opposition to a Palestinian state is near unanimous, and peace is not 
sought after through dialogue with the PLO, 


Furthermore: the polls show a process of polarization, More people today support 
hawkish positions than did 6 months or one year ago. 


The paradox is, that those same good Jews who express rightist opinions reply, when 
asked who they are going to vote for in the coming elections, that they intend to 
bring the Alignment back to power. 


They have no qualms on both scores. They are determined to remain bona fide hawks 
and to vote for the doves. 


“ne 


Is it because the Labor Party's platform and its proposed concessions are not widely 
known? Does the public think that the rhetoric about territorial compromise and 
Jordanian option should not be taken seriously, since in any case there will be no 
one to talk to and everything will remain the same? 





vf tp tt because the public de so upset with the Likud government's economic per- 
lotmance Chat people tend to overlook the Alignment's compromising policy and support 
it inapite of everything? Ie the frustration and disappointment caused by a 130 
pereent inflation so great that the public is willing to vote for a government whose 
economic policy ie still an unknown though in matters of foreign affaire and 
security it promises to do what most of the public is against? 


Or should we arrive at the conclusion that we cannot take the polle too seriously, 
wince the public te not serious and mature enough, and in effect does not know what 
ic wante? 


There t+ one aspect of the polle which should not be overlooked: Answering the poll's 
questions entails no commitment, A person who answers that he is not prepared to 
yave up land knows that his anewer does not lead to any action and is not binding. 
't tr leed the question of Land and peace becomes real some day, the government, 
or than that person, will have to give the anewer. If because of giving the 
‘4g anewer some calamity will come about, the government rather than that person 
il be held responsible. 


‘his reality makes his answer academic, He can answer with full confidence a question 
he knows nothing about, and to which he has given no thought until he was questioned, 
lle can change his mind from one day to the next. He can give two totally contra- 
dictory anewers in the same poll, He will always be protected by the lack of respon- 
sibility for the opinions he expresses, and by the anonymity promised to him by the 
poll takers, 


The same holds true in regard to the questions about how he would vote if the 
elections were held today. The elections are not being held today, hence one can 
answer according to his mood, according to the latest index, according to the news 
one read in the papers this morning. There is no obligation. No one is elected 
to the Knesset on the basis of the anewers given in a poll. No government falls. 
No policy is changed, The respondent can still vote the way he really wants and 
decided to vote when the election actually takes place, 


believe that this is the reason why election polls so often turn out to be 
unreliable. The same person who agonizes over casting his actual vote, can answer 
an interviewer's questions frivolously. He knows that his answers are of little 
nsequence, while his voting may be crucial. 


‘hoe cult of poll taking seems to be declining in the world. There was a time when 
the high priests of the poll taking institutions were seriously considering the 


possibility of making all major political and economic decisions on the basis of 
the resulte of their polls, which would encompass a representative sample of the 
population, It has now become clear that polls are quite faulty--not because they 


are statistically incorrect, but because the human element is less than reliable. 
The respondent does not always give a true answer to a question *bout what he thinks 
about a certain issue, for the simple reason that he has not thougit about it, or 
perhaps because he doesn't like to think too much in the first place, since such 
thinking must be predicated on fact finding and careful weighing of pros and cons, 
and many people do not have the intellectual cur‘osity which would compel them to 
know all th details, 
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lyracl, whieh is a cultural satellite of the U.S. in many areas, but which is 
several years behind the U.S., has not yet sobered up from public opinion polls, In 
the 1981 elections the polls are most likely to play a decisive role in party pro- 
jections and budgets, The fact that the picture obtained from the polls is quite 
confused and that pollsters have been wrong in the past, have not undermined the 
faith in the precise and efficient nature of this yardstick, 


This excessive faith in polls became quite evident in the reactions of journalists 
and politicians to a poll which was recently published in a certain monthly, indi- 
cating a seemingly far reaching willingness on the part of the Israeli public to 
exchange our democratic regime for something more authoritative, more coersive and 
more efficient, such as a rule of strong leaders who do not depend on parties, and 

who can lay downthe law without worrying too much about democratic procedures, 





Most of the reactions to the poll show anxiety, The fact that part of the public 
expressed willingness to do away with a partisan-parliamentarian regime brought to 
mind precedents in different countries in Europe, Africa, and Latin America, where 
disillusionment with democracy and a yearning for a strong authoritarian regime 
brought about militaristic and fascistic regimes, 


israeli democracy was diagnosed, as a result of this poll, as being in a critical 
condition, The Israeli public, which since the state was born has always been totally 
loyal to the principles of democracy and was prepared to go by its rules, became 
overnight suspect of treason and insurrection, The parties and their Knesset repre- 
sentatives were accused of undermining the faith of the public in the democratic 
regime. Inflation was singled out as one of the factors aggravating the danger 

facing Israeli democracy, since, as it is well known, a triple digit inflation 
necessarily leads to dictatorship. Some politicians were even mentioned as possible 
candidates for the central role in a strong regime of leaders who do not depend on 
parties, 


In short, the alarm was sounded full blast, and we can still hear it. 


{| did not take part in the panic, and to this day I find it difficult to scare 
myself with the results of that frightful poll. I find Israeli democracy to be 
working well (not brilliantly, but definitely normal), and I am confident that on 

30 June 1981 Israel's citizenry will go to the polls to vote for leaders who depend 
on parties, as it has always done in the past. Leaders who do not depend on parties 
are nowhere to be tound. Even if we find them, they will soon discover that in 
Israeli elections one cannot attain a pesition of power without a party machine, 


In order to establish a dictatorship, one first needs a potential dictator. This 
dictator needs power bases to rely on. I maintain that we do not have a potential 
dictator, nor do we have a power base for one. 


Four years ago the Labor movement turned the reigns of power over to the Likud. The 
transfer took place without a hitch, There was no need to call the police or the 
army to force the former regime to vacate the offices it had occupied for 29 years. 
There was no attempt to question the voters’ decision, or to foil its execution, 
One did not need a more conclusive evidence as to the loyalty of the Israeli public 
and parties to the principles of democracy, 
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At present the armed forces are engaged in a bitter debate with the civilian govern- 
ment over the sise of the defense budget. The debate has included strong statements 
and grave forecasts, But none of the people responsible for the security of the 
itate hus resigned, and no one has thought of, let alone said a word about the pos- 
sibility chat perhaps the army, which may lose thousands of career officers, will 
refuse to listen to the elected government (which is not exactly forceful and 
successtul), which in the opinion of the IDF is not providing the security forces 
with enough resources, 


The taflation, which is expected to undermine Israeli democracy, happens to live in 
peace with the parliamentarian regime, One does not see the slightest crack in the 
wall of Leraeli democracy caused by the sharp rise in prices, 


nae 


diac, then, is the meaning of the answers given in that threatening poll? 


‘ieve that the respondents wanted to say--but the phrasing of the questions 
.vented them from being more clear--that they are not satisfied with the Likud 
vernment and are not happy with the alternative offered by the Alignment, which is 

a frustrating and confusing choice. How good it would be if one could vote for 
-trong leaders who do not depend on those two parties. I believe that they spoke 
unequivecally about a parliamentarian regime (since more than 80 percent said they 
wanted a parliamentarian regime). 


“ost ‘mportant, I think we have too many polls, and we interpret them too freely, 
and we take them too seriously. It is time the public--especially the parties-- 
inderstood this is a social game, exciting but valueless, rather than a political 
act. 
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RAKAH CONVENTION SHOWS LITTLE UNITY 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 18 Feb 81 p 10 
[Article by ‘Atallah Mansur: "Speeches, Kisses and Applause") 


[Text |] RAKAH appears to be a monolithic party of non-conformists who are incorrigible, 
a party which has adopted a blunt yet clear cut line of supporting the least directive 
which emanates from Moscow. But a continuous listening to dozens of speeches during 
the 19th convention of RAKAH which took place at the Shavit Theater in Haifa showed 
that this definition is not always accurate. RAKAH members are far from saying amen 
to everything Moscow has to say, they differ in their opinions, many voice their 
opinions publicly, yet make sure to end their remarks by praising the party and its 
leadership, and to applaud themselves when their listeners applaud them in audience. 


Azmi Bashara, a Hebrew University student, doubted whether the RAKAH leadership 
decided on joining forces with Charlie Beton and his "Panthers." Member of Knesset 
Tufiq Tubi hastened to pacify Mr Beton and kissed him on the dais, Tabt Abu Ras, a 
student activist from Beer Sheva’, repeated some of Azmi's arguments and criticized 
the party leadership for sending students to study in communist bloc countries, thus 
depleting Israeli universities of RAKAH activists. Mahmud al Kasam, of Um el Fahn, 
offered an equally strong complaint: he accuses the leadership of unilaterally 
drawing up the lists for the local elections to the local councils. The criticisms 
were met by a strong resistence on the part of the leadership. 


Anti-Fascist Front 


The motion of Mr Uzi Burshtein, RAKAH spokesman and member of the party's central 
committee, to form an anti-fascist front, in which both communists and Zionists could 
work together on the basis of an agreed plan, was not accepted as worded. The con- 
vention approved the official motion presented by Knesset Member Meir Wilner, which 
stated that the party should turn to leftist circles in the labor parties to form 

the front, and to disregard ideological differences. Wilmer argued that his accepted 
motion meant adoption of Uzi Burshtein's motion, and that it was intended for both 
Arabs and Jews, 


Nevertheless the RAKAH convention did not accept explicitly the motion of forming a 
front of communists and Zionists. Nor did this matter square with the long wait for 
a message of congratulations from the PLO which did not arrive. The party secretary, 
Meir Wilner, announced in his closing remarks that the message did not arrive, but 
the PLO news agency (and the East Jerusalem newspaper AL FAJR) congratulated RAKAH 


34 








on its convention, The announcement elicited loud applause which showed the etrong 
yearning on the part of the participants in recognition from the PLO (there was plenty 
of applause during the 3 daye of the convention, which made it hard for me to gauge 
the feelings of the participants, and it seems to me that only loud applause and 
standing ovations of all participants plus the leadership really count), 


Standing ovations were given to the greetings from the Soviet Union, from Cuba, Japan, 
and Poland, Also the delegate of the Arab students in the Technion (who was attacked 
by hoodlums the day before) and Nablus Mayor Bassam Shak'ah, were accorded such a 
reception, But each time RAKAH, the Soviet Union, the PLO, or one of the communist 
parties which sent delegations to the RAKAH convention were mentioned, there was 
applause, Every speaker, young or old, top leader or unknown member, was applauded 
(/2 people took part in the debates, in addition to 20 guests, and half a dozen 
messages of greetings were read!) 


Local Problems 


| the greeters a special treatment was accorded Mr Muhammad Zaydan, representative 
. che committee of Arab local councils, and a candidate for Knesset to replace the 
ate Hana Moise. in addition to the applause he was given handshakes and kisses by 
Wilner and Tubi., Attorney Felicia Langer, member of the central committee, appeared 
in a fashionable fur coat and boots and gave a lyric speech on the atrocities com- 
mitted by the military government against the civilian population in the territories. 
She was kissed by Mrs Rut Lubitz, the old dame of RAKAH who did not leave her seat 
next to former Knesset Member Emil Habibi during all the sessions, 


In all the speeches of the convention I could not detect any factions, except for 
Arabs who would Like to change RAKAH into a national Arab party, and Jews who would 
Like to form a basis for dialogue with the Jewish community. It was clear that most 
of the Jewish speakers were older people and their interest lay in organizational 
problems and professional struggle, while the Arab speakers--invariably younger--kept 
talking about national and political questions. Yet even the Arabs, most of whom 
spoke Hebrew and were not trans)ated into Arabic, were divided among themselves, The 
West Bank people kept talking about local affairs (Amina Mahmid of Um el Fahm, for 
instance, in flower print blouse and high heels, complained about the Muslim Brothers 
who work against progressive forces). 


\rab and Jewish writers are not happy with the situation in RAKAH either. Nof Barzeli 
offered his party to establish a publishing house and an entertainment group for the 
jews, as well as a professional theater for the Arabs. He supported the motion made 
by the Druse poet Samih al Kasm (who was elected during this convention as member of 
the central committee). Muhammad Ali Taha, the writer from the village of Kabul, 
asked that the party accord recognition and respect to creative people and attract 
writers, 


Everything was being said fluently but not brilliantly, and without humor. "The com- 
munists take themselves too seriously, I remark to Mr Saliva Hamis, member of the 
secretariat of the central committee, "It is a matter of character," he agrees. But 
why isn't anyone smiling, even when everyone gets half a chickenfor lunch? Mr Hamis 
invites me to the 23rd convention (in 20 years). He promises me that by that time 
there will even be ‘okes about the party. Until then it seems that the only comic 
relief RAKAH members can have is listening to greetings from the communist parties 
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of Mongolia, Japan, Chile, Cuba, Italy, Holland, France, England, Canada, and the 
communist bloe countries, who keep repeating the same formula praising RAKAH and its 
positions and promising continued support of the just cause RAKAH ia about to reaffirm, 


The composition of the convention delegates certainly deserves attention: of the 

496 delegates there was an Arab majority of 60 percent. Among the visitors to the 
convention the percentage of Arabs was even greater. On the dais the number of Jews 
was greater, and the official Language of the convention was Hebrew, The few Arabs 
who spoke Arabic were translated into Hebrew, but the Hebrew speeches were not trans- 
lated into Arabic, Family relations were in evidence in the hall and on the dais, 
Wilner has a son named Doron, who is active in the party. Tubi has a brother and 
sister-in-law at the top (George and Zippora). Tamr and Yoram Jojanski are married 
serve as members of the central committee, This can be interpreted in different ways, 
yet in one respect RAKAH has failed beyond a doubt. The percentage of women was 15 
percent, the same as 4, 8, 12, 16 years ago. In the central committee there are 

three women out of 40 members. The political bureau has one woman out of nine members, 
The secretariat has no women, 
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ISRAEL 


AGREEMENT WITH PALESTINIANS CALLED FOR 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 20 Feb 81 p 28 


[Article by Professor Moshe Maoz: "Palestinian Settlement Road Passes Through 

Se ‘i Arabia: Professor Moshe Maoz, Orientalist, Lecturer et Asia and Africa 

' stitute at Hebrew University, Former Political Advisor to Territories Operations 
coordinator, Argues that Not Reaching Agreement with Palestinians is Most Dangerous 
to Ierael's Survival, Hence Ierael Must Make Supreme Effort to Settle with Pales- 
tinianes in Jordan and Saudi Arabia, and Grant Autonomy to Muslim Holy Places in 
Jerusalem" | 


'Text] It appears that there is no solution to the Palestinian problem and the 
future of the West Bank without the participation of the PLO, directly or indirectly, 
since this organization has already been recognized by most of the international 
community as the legitimate leadership of the Palestinian people, and its represen- 
tatives have been given official or semi-official status in many countries around 
the world. The Arab countries, which have anointed the PLO at the Rabat conference 
in 1974 as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinians, continue to 
support ite right to establish an independent Palestinian state, and even Husayn of 
Jordan has publicly clung to this pan<Arab stance. Finally, the Arab public in 

the West Bank and Gaza is for the most part supportive of the PLO as its national 
leadership which will head the future Palestinian state, 


How can Israel contend with such a broad pro-PLO concensus when it tries to offer 

a sensible solution to the problem of the territories and the Palestinians in an 
age which upholds self-determination for national groups ane opposes occupation, an 
age when industrial nations depend on Arab oil? 


It appears that one could enter into negotiations with the PLO on the future of the 
territories if the PLO changed its basic uncompromising position which calls for the 
liquidation of the State of Israel and the establishment of an Arab-Palestinian state 
in all of Palestine-Land of Israel, Yet, although some leaders of the PLO are more 
pragmatic and conciliatory on this score, and tend to recognize Israel de facto, 

the organization itself is unable to move away from its radical ideological stand, 
reflected in the Palestinian National Covenant, although the resolution of the 12th 
National Council (of June 1974) regarding the establishment of a “national authority" 
in all liberated parts of Palestine, could perhaps be interpreted as a less radical 
approach toward Israel's existence. 
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The most logical explanation of thie resolution is that the PLO has in recent years 
adopted a tactic which would facilitate the establishment of a state in part of 
Palestine as a base for continued struggle against Israel, through military means, 


ln any case, the PLO has not changed one tota of the National Covenant, not even 
section 6, which only allows those Jews to remain in Palestine who lived there 
“before the Zionist invasion” (namely, 1917, or ia it 188627), and which even 
according to Sabri Jaraye, a senior PLO official, means uprooting 99 percent of 
the Jewish population of lTerael, 


The PLO cannot deviate from ite fanatic, absolutist positions for fear it will 
become pulverized by a violent struggle which will break out from within the organi- 
zation, and also because of the strong adherence to this ideology on the part of 
many of ite membere who live mainly in Lebanon and Syria and yearn with all their 
heart to return to their homes and land. 


Naturally, it ie not conceivable that Lerael be able to come to an understanding 
with an organization which is looking to destroy it, On the other hand, it is 
reasonable to think that in order to solve the Palestinian problem one should reach 
an agreement with those Palestinians who are willing to coexist with Israel and 
live mainly in the Weet Bank, in Gaza, and east of the Jordan, and are the majority 
of the Palestinian people (some 75 percent). Unfortunately, thie group is not 

free to conduct negotiations with lerael without the ap roval and support of the 
PLO, which, a8 was mentioned, has recieved a pan-Arab and « broad international 
recognition, and which influences and intimidates the Palestinian public in the 
administrated territories, 


How can we break this PLO cycle and reach a tolerable coexistence with the Pales- 
tinian Arabs, especially the one and one-third million Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza? This, undoubtedly, is a most difficult task, perhaps impossible. 
But we must make a supreme effort toward such an accommodation, since the alter- 
natives are much more dangerous for Israel's security, even critical to its 
existence as a free democratic Jewish state. 


The proposed way is an agreement with realistic Palestinian leaders, who can be 
found in the territories or perhaps even within the PLO, bringing in Arab states 
who follow a positive and pragmatic policy, and tend to join Israel in a regional 
strategic alignment, led by the U.S. 


Undoubtedly, there are more than few elements in the West Bank and Gaza, including 
those who are openly pro-PLO, who are prepared to coexist with Israel, not out of 
love for Israel but because of concern for physical survival and political and econo- 
mical interests of large groups which they head. It is safe to assume that those 
elements, who may constitute the majority of the population in question may agree 

‘o establish an autonomous Palestinian regime in the territories, or to find a 
Palestinian-Jordanian solution, on the two following conditions: 


First, under any agreement the Palestinians will have broad autonomy in the terri- 
tories with an option for a4 more complete solution in the future. 
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second, @fd perhaps even more important, the agreement will be legitimized and 
supported by Arab states who will provide a substitute for a PLO agreement and will 
be able to neutralize the PLO's objections, 


The firet condition-«full autonomy ase an interim agreement~--can be fulfilled if 
lerae! and Egypt agree to apply the Camp David accords to this question, and it is 
safe to assume that @any Palestinians in the territories will accept the autonomy 
model which te acceptable to Egypt, provided the second condition is met, Broad 
inter-Arab support of an Leraeli-Palestinian or Jordanian-Palestinian agreement 
will be hard to come by, but it is not impossible to achieve, especially if Jordan 
will occupy a central role, In addition to Egypt, which has signed a peace treaty 
with Lerael and is looking for a reasonable settlement of the Palestinian question, 
even without the PLO, it ie most important for Israel to include Jordan in any 
agreement on the Palestinian question and in a broad Arab-Israeli settlement, 





ic is well known that Jordan has a long tradition, despite some exceptions, of 

coe iatence with Lerael, Since 1967 there has been a de facto peace between the 

. etates, Jordan, Like Israel, has a vital strategic interest of preventing the 
*LO from establishing iteelf in the West Bank, which could endanger the Amman regime 
wore than Ierael, Jordan, Like Ierael, is interested in solving the Palestinian 
problem in a way which is acceptable to some one million Palestinians who live in 
jordan and have family, social and national ties with the residents of the West 

Bank and Gaza, 


It is clear that a reasonable solution of the Palestinian problem must be founded 

on continuing ties between Palestinians on both sides of the Jordan, But in addition 
to the economic interests of Jordan in the West Bank and in an outlet to the Medi- 
terranean Sea (possibly via Gaza), the Hashemite court, which upholds its Islamic 

and nationalist position in the Arab world, has reasons of ideology and prestige 

to renew its presence and influence in the Muslim holy places west of the Jordan. 
While King Husayn keeps insisting that he has no interest in the "Jordanina 

Option” and in his renewed presence in the West Bank at the expense of the PLO, it 

is safe to assume that he is speaking for internal Arab propaganda tactic consumption, 
perhaps os a bargaining position, especially since the Likud party is practically 

and in prineiple opposed to Jordan's participation in solving the problem of the 
territories, while the Camp David accords have given Husayn only a marginal role 

in solving this problem, 


The fact remains that Jordan has continued since 1967 to promote its influence in 
the West Bank in many different ways, apparently in order to renew its presence 
there and reassert its interests as mentioned above. Recently, at the summit in 
Amman, Jordan renewed its attempt to take the PLO's place as the representative of 
the Palestinian people. Finally, we would like to reiterate another important Jor- 
danian interest, namely, coexistence with Israel which gives Jordan a buffer 
against threats from radical Arab elements, especially Syria. 


inspite of all of this, it appears that Israeli guarantee and Egyptian support are 
not enough to impel Jordan to make an agreement with Israel and with Palestinian 
elements in the territories to solve the problem of the Weet Bank and Gaza--without 
the support and agreement of at least one additional Arab s.ate which borders on 
jordan, Under the present circumstances, when Syria is renewing its rigid struggle 
against the Jordanian regime, this agreement must come from Saudi Arabia or Iraq, 
who, alon with Egypt, can abort a Syrian and a PLO threat against the Jordanian 
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regime, and legitimize a Jordanina-Palestinian-Jordanian settlement, Yet, inaepite 
of the recent collaboration among Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq in the issue of 
the Persian Gulf, there is no guarantee there will be automatic Iraqi and Saudi 
support of a Jordanian-leraeli settlement of the Palestinian problem, 


Still, there are some recent trends which may show an Iraqi tendency in thie 
direction, For one thing, Saddam Husayn, Iraq's president, has made a statement 
about a partial Jordanian settlement in the Weat Bank, For another, the continued 
rivalry of Iraq with the PLO because of ite support of Iran and Syria, Similar 
signe is the gradual rapprochement of Iraq to Egypt and the U.S., and the 
atrengthening of the inter-Arab coalition which Iraq has established with pro- 
Western Saudi Arabia and Jordan, 


Over against this Iraqi tendency (which may change), Saudi policy is still pro=-PLO 








and clearly anti-Israel, and ite main concern is the Muslim holy places in Jerusalem, 


Yet Saudi Arabia has a vital interest of maintaining stability in the region, which 
means, among other things, reducing the influence of radical and pro-Russtan 
elements like Syria and the PLO, and removing Soviet influence, 


In light of the tightening of ties among the Soviet Union, Syria and the PLO, one 
may expect a change in Saudi attitudes towards the resolution of the Palestinian 
problem without the PLO, if the following steps are taken: pressure on the part of 
Egypt and the U.S. to obtain a Saudi agreement, and willingness on Israel's part 
to grant autonomous status to Muslim holy places in Jerusalem, under Muslim Arab 
supervision, 
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ISRAEL 


TERRORIST ORGANIZATION CALLED NOT REPRESENTATIVE OF ARAB COMMUNITY 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 26 Feb 61 p 7 
|\Editorial; "Not Um el Subversion") 


.ext)] News about resolved crime is received with mixed feelings: we are glad it 
1. resolved, yet we are concerned about the implications. The release of the news 
about the terrorist group from the Meshulash (northern West Bank) is a case in 
point. The relief felt by Israeli citizens upon learning about the success of 
the police and security services in capturing the group cannot negate the signi- 
ficance of the acts the members of the group are suspected of, 


This is not the first time we find out that Israel's enemies are able to attack 
israeli Arabs. But there is a special danger in bringing the Khomeyni-style 
religious fanatic flavor into the actions of extremist elements inside Israel (as 
happened in Gaza a year ago). There are other alarming aspects to this phenomenon: 
first and foremost, the route of the weapons stolen from the IDF--by soldiers, 
rather than Arabs--both to the underworld and to the enemy and his supporters. 

This phenomenon cannot be minimized, It has taken place several times, and one 

is concerned about the link between a "normal" criminal activity, ala Jaffa bombing 
incident, to terrorist hostile activity. 


The efficiency of police and security forces is a must for rooting out such incidents, 
but it ie not enough. The long standing neglect of the Arab community has worsened 
in recent years and the declared decision to erase the Green Line added a new 
problem: inetead of Hebron Arabs starting to feel like Israelis, as do Um el 

Fahm Arabs, subversion cells are organized in Um el Fahm just like the ones in 
Hebron, 


‘he sins of the society, its failings and rigidity, cannot be a justification for 
crime, either civilian or terrorist. The terrorist group which was apprehended 
will be tried according to the law, not according to a feeling about government 
mistakes. But in addition to closer attention and better policy toward the Arab 
community, the public must remember that Um el Fahm is not Um el Subversion, and 
the actions of a few Arabs should not be imputed to all Israeli Arabs. 
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ISRAEL 


1980 LOANS TO LNDUSTRY DETAILED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 2 Mar 81 p 10 


[Article by DAVAR's economic editor: “Industry Loans’ Breakdown: Most Loane Last 
Year Given to Chemical, Metal and Electronic Industries") 


[Text] Most loans of the Bank for Industrial Development given to industry in 1980 
were distributed among chemical, metal, and electric and electronic equipment 
industries, according to the bank's 1980 report. 


The Bank for Industrial Development made loans to industry last year in the amount 

of 1,16 billion shekels, not counting loans to the electric company, as compared to 
501 million shekels in 1979, The total of loans approved in 1980 was 686, as compared 
to 505 in 1979, 


The breakdown of loans according to industries reveals the following picture: 

chemical products--331.8 million shekels (95,2 million shekels in 1979); metal and 
conductors--420.9 million shekels (76.3 million); electric and electronic equipment-- 
222.9 million shekels (27 million); textiles, apparel and leather--62.7 million 
shekels (23 million); food--60.5 million shekels (56.2 million); industrial plants 
for sale and leasing--54.4 (116 million); mineral products--52 million shekels 

(29.7 million); digging and quarrying--39.7 million shekels (11 million); wood and 
wood products--13.! million shekels (8.2 million); rubber and plastic--29.9 million 
shekels (13,7 million); paper and paper producte--11.6 million shekels (46.5 million). 


More for Expansion of Industries 


The loan distribution data reveals that investment in new industries last year 
reached 272.5 million shekels; investment in production for export was 66.9 million 
shekels; expanding existing industries--666.4 million shekels; building facilities 
for leasing and sale--54.4 million shekels; and investments outside the production 
system--106.8 million shekels. 


The breakdown of loans approved according to the status of the project show the 
following: regular project--24.9 percent; approved project--32.6 percent; in the 
process of being approved--39.8 percent; in the process of being recoes‘'7ed--2.7 
percent. The breakdown of approvals according to areas: area A--21. ceut; 
area B--27.1 percent; areas A+B without classification--7 percent; area (--38.1 
percent; all areas without classification--6 percent. 
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More loans to the Private Sector 


fhe ¢ ta shows that more loans were given last year to industries in the private 
sector compared to previous years, There was also considerable growth in loans 
given tc tnduetete, in the Nieatadrut sector, 


The loane to the private sector reached 49,7 percent of the total loans to industry 
for 1980, as compared to 44 percent in 1979; the volume of loans to the government 
sector fell from 39,1 percent in 1979 to 24.6 percent last year, There was growth 

in the volume of the Histadrut sector from 9.2 percent in 1979 to 18,8 percent in 
1980; the loans to the kubbute sector were 4,7 percent in 1980, as compared to 4 
percent in 1979; loans to moshavim--1,.4 percent compared to 2.7 in 1979; to the public 
sector=-0,8 percent compared to one percent in 1979, 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


ARAB SECTOR SAVINGS--The awareness of savings grew considerably in the Arab sector 
during the past year, and the numbers of savers in banks’ saving plane grew by a 
large percentage, according to the Arab-Israeli Bank statement which was published 
recently. Of the total of 473.4 million shekele in the bank balance, 60 percent 
is deposited in the bank's saving accounts. This percentage, one of the highest 
in Ieraeli banks, indicates according to bank officials a high saving awareness 
among all groups in the Arab community. Some 70 percent of the Arab savers make 
monthly deposits, while only 30 percent make a one time large sum deposit. [Text] 
[Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 18 Feb 81 p 17) 9565 
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